MARLBOROUGH
Whether this was veiled sarcasm or not, the King took no
notice, and no answer seems ever to have been received.
The year 1695 was filled with activities of the Jacobites.
The connexions of their party spread throughout the country.
In their political clubs, in elegant society, in lonely halls and
manor-houses, in the taverns and on the village greens, they
held their heads high and exchanged confident salutations.
They could not believe that William, deprived of his English
Queen, could stand alone. Beneath all their froth upon the
surface there grew at a hundred points preparation for armed
rebellion, if and when the hour should strike; and beneath
this again, as so often happens in movements of this character,
at the root of all, there festered a murder plot. King James
was privy to both designs, though it cannot be said he directly
or specifically commissioned the assassins. In the autumn he
sent Berwick into England to concert the insurrection. For
several months this daring young man moved about the
country in disguise or lay hidden in London. He saw all the
leading Jacobites, and endeavoured to bring their plans coher-
ently to a head and fix the occasion.
Those who believe the Dicconson and Nairne allegations, set
forth and embellished by Dalrymple andMacpherson, shouldfind
it curious that Berwick saw none of those leading politicians
who we are assured were in such deep and guilty relationship
with James. Above all, it must seem to them odd that he
did not form contact with Marlborough, his uncle, who was
out of office and under the displeasure of the Crown. One
would have thought that the last man he would miss seeing
was the General who only the year before had given so con-
vincing a pledge and safeguard of his renewed loyalty to James
as the betrayal of the Brest expedition in his Camaret Bay Letter.
If Berwick had seen Marlborough he would certainly have
recorded it in his Memoirs^ not written until the events of his
mission possessed only historical interest. No such idea ever
seems to have occurred to him. Yet his father would surely
not have sent him on so mortally perilous a mission without
letting him know the full extent of his English connexions.
The truth is that James in his inmost heart only placed
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